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   I don’t think I am going too far out on a limb to say that we all have routines.  We do the 

same things, probably in the same order, when we first wake up in the morning.  We may eat 

the same thing every morning, watch the same TV shows at the same time each week, have 

the same daily rhythm at work or school, and do the same things in the evenings.  Even here, 

we may go to same mass each weekend or sit in the same place.  None of this is necessarily 

bad.  Routines help us bring order to our lives.  It helps us to manage the many things we need 

to get done during our busy day.  It makes life somewhat predicable. 

     Routines also have a down side though.  We have all met folks who become so inflexible 

in their ways that they miss out on chances to improve.  We all know what happens when 

water becomes stagnant.  Algae start to grow, the water begins to smell, and it isn’t good for 

anything except breeding mosquitos.  We too can stagnate by becoming to set in our ways.  

We can miss the opportunities to grow and better ourselves.   

     We continue with our Lenten theme of Exodus by looking at the spiritual journey from 

routine to seeing the opportunity for growth and improvement.  Our first reading focuses on 

the beginning of a journey, the Gospel focuses on the end of a journey, and our second 

reading shows us the map.  Those involved in their various journeys left the comfort of the 

routine for something that turned out to be more than they ever could have anticipated.  It 

wasn’t always easy, but there was a hand to guide them.  That hand kept them on the path 

through the difficulties. 
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     In our first reading, we hear the beginning of Jewish history, and by extension, the 

beginning of our Christian history.  I am sure Abram was not expecting the call he received 

from God.  From what we know about Abram, we can conclude he was pretty successful for 

his day.  He had a large number of flocks, many servants, and a large extended family.  He 

was advanced in age and probably pretty settled in his routine.  Did he struggle with God’s 

call?  It would have been easier to stay in his routine.  God made some pretty bold claims, but 

he didn’t give a lot of detail.  He didn’t say where this land was going to be or how he would 

create a great nation out of an old couple.  Yet, Abram went.  He discarded the routine and 

seized on the opportunity God offered.  Their exodus was long with many twists and turns.  

They made many mistakes along the way, but God fulfilled his promise.  Abram, or Abraham, 

did become the father of many nations.  The Israelite nation began with Abram’s “Yes”. 

     In today’s Gospel, we hear the beginning of the end of Jesus’ earthly ministry.  The 

Transfiguration marks the beginning of Jesus’ exodus that would end in Jerusalem with his 

death and resurrection.  After coming down from the mountain, he would turn toward 

Jerusalem, leaving Galilee behind.  Matthew doesn’t tell us what Jesus, Moses, and Elijah 

discussed.  Other Gospel accounts tell us it was about the type of death Jesus would suffer and 

what he would accomplish.  Just like Abram, Jesus also said “Yes” to God’s opportunity.  He 

would bring to conclusion the salvation story begun by Abram.  He would be the one to fulfill 

the law and make the ultimate offering for those who couldn’t.  In doing so, he would extend 

this salvation story beyond the Israelites and offer it to all of humanity. 

     Next, we have the three apostles, Peter, James, and John.  They have also answered a 

vague call.  Their daily routines as fisherman are over.  Like Abram though, they will soon 

discover that the opportunity offered by Jesus will not run along a smooth road.  For today 
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however, they will see Jesus in a different light.  He gives them a preview by showing his 

glorified state.   

     Why do this for the three apostles?  It may be a beacon of hope for them against the dark 

days they would soon experience in Jerusalem.  I’m sure that was part of the reason, but I 

think another important reason was to give them a further example of who he was and what 

that meant.  Jesus appeared to them as a human like anyone else.  However, there was more to 

him than that.  He could heal, raise people from the dead, and teach with an authority not seen 

before.  On that day, they saw where all that came from.  They probably never looked at Jesus 

the same way again.  As they progressed on their journey with Jesus through his death, 

resurrection, and ascension, all of this began to make sense.  The apostles discovered the true 

nature of what their “Yes” to following Jesus meant. 

     There are many things that the call of Abram and the apostles have in common.  They were 

all called out of the routine of their daily lives with a vaguely defined promise of something 

more.  God didn’t show them a pre-defined and well-lit path. Even Jesus seemed to need a 

little reassurance that he was doing the right thing.  However, God was always there to help 

them with his saving grace.  As St. Paul said to Timothy, he doesn’t call us because of 

anything we have done.  God saves us and calls us to a holy life because of his own designs.   

     The call of Abram and the apostles is no different from the call God continues to send out 

to all of us today.  It is a call away from the routine and ordinary of today’s busy chaos.  It is a 

call promising an opportunity for more.  That opportunity is always to become more like the 

people that God designed us to be.  There is an exodus or journey though that we must 

undertake in grasping this opportunity. 
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     The journey is one of self-realization.  It is a journey that requires patience and faith.  It is 

one that can take us on any number of paths.  Abram knew who he was.  My guess is he had 

no idea of the Abraham he would become.  Simon knew he was a fisherman.  I’m guessing he 

had no idea who Peter the apostle and leader was.  As they worked along with God’s plan for 

their lives, they would discover more than they ever thought they would about themselves.  

Their lives were transfigured as they now looked out the same world with a totally different 

vision.  They even were given new names.  Gone was their ordinary.  God replaced it with the 

fulfillment he had planned for them all along. 

     Why do we normally give up something for Lent?  Some may view it as penance, but isn’t 

the real reason to remind ourselves of what is truly important?  Our relationship with God and 

each other as a Christian community should be our special focus.  We may not be called to the 

heroic like those in our readings today, but by listening for the call with the help of God’s 

grace we too can be transfigured.  The apostles saw a side of Jesus that day on the mountain 

that was always there.  It was hidden until the proper time.  What parts of us are hidden that 

God wants to show to us and the world at the proper time.  Our circumstances may not change 

like it did for Abram and the apostles, but we can look at them through different eyes.  Eyes 

that are closer to the way God sees us. 

     In order for this to happen, we must say “Yes” as Abram and the apostles did.  This is 

made easier, not only by prayer and our sacrifices, but by having the faith and the courage to 

let God guide us.  It doesn’t mean we will never make mistakes.  At times, our paths may 

seem rocky and uneven.  It should bring us some consolation that even Jesus spent many 

hours in prayer discerning God’s will for him.  We may only discern the plan slowly as time 

passes.  God is infinitely patient with us.  If we remain patient and faithful, always listening 
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for the call, God will transfigure us.  Then, we will see the world as it truly is; just as the 

apostles truly saw Jesus on that mountain.  We will realize the opportunity God shows us for a 

life lived in faith.                                                         

                                      


